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THEORETICAL TRAMEWORKS

Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (Lazar 2007)

What do current usages of the word “pronoun” reveal about both
gender and linguistic ideologies?

What are the discourses in which shift is occurring? What does
this reveal about the goals and effects of shift?

What do these usages reveal about gendered power dynamics?

(Counter-)resistance (Talbot 2007)

Attacks against efforts to resist oppression
- e.g. attacks on ‘political correctness,’ or more recently ‘wokeness’



THEORETICAL TRAMEWORKS

Semantic shift: Changes in meaning over time

- Amelioration vs. Pejoration
- e.g. ‘noble’ (of the nobility » virtuous) vs. ‘villain’ (serf > lowly
person > evil person)
- Broadening vs. Narrowing

- e.g. ‘holiday’ (holy day > break from work) vs. ‘girl’ (young person
> young woman)



QUANTITATIVE METHODOLOGY

Full Twitter archive search (04/2006 - 11/2022) with
Academic API access

Query: “pronoun(s)” in English > 9.3 million tweets
Fields of interest: Tweet text & date, user description
Total counts of English tweets for 1 random day per month
Gathered lists of words co-occurring with “pronoun(s)?”
for future research



QUANTITATIVE METHODOLOGY

Sentiment analysis with VADER (Valence
Aware Dictionary and sentiment
Reasoner) (Hutto & Gilbert 2014)

Users given “GOP probability” based on ke
tweets & self-provided information, / /)
using machine learning (cf. Paialunga éb, . ﬁgf
2021) and split into “low” and “high” g uf g
categories < -
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Relative usage for each month:
“pronoun(s)” tweets/estimated total
English tweets
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QUALITATIVE METHODOLOGY

- Posts coded along 2 dimensions of semantic shift
(amelioration/pejoration, broadening/narrowing)

- Lexical co-occurrences

- Other thematic motifs



QUALITATIVE RESULTS

Semantic shift

- Interrater agreement on amelioration/pejoration

— Disagreement on broadening/narrowing
- Narrow sense seems to always co-occur with the broad sense (few
online users are unaware of broader sense)
- Some speakers only have the broader sense

L
@ HarriBlueBerry - 2 mo. ago

Cis is not a pronoun it’s an adjective... I hate that the definition of “pronouns” is being blurred by
transphobia.



QUALITATIVE RESULTS

Emergent themes

1. Possession of pronouns
2. Pronouns as an ideology
3. Pronouns as a threat to hegemonic masculinity
4., Moral panic iz?’Y“Man
AbSU I"d‘l Sm - @jelenawoehr
It’s wild to me how everyone has
My pronouns roughly the same “world is ending”
are not feeling right now but some people
feel that way because of fascism and
preferred. climate change while others feel that
They are way, with equal intensity, because of
. drag queens at libraries and singular

rw' they/them pronouns.



1. POSSESSION OF PRONOUNS

a. pronoun havers (and those who ostensibly do not have them)
b. my/your/their/.. pronouns
pronoun jewelry
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| think it’s hilarious that TRAs actually think calling me
a TERF hurts me because they don’t get the joke. I’'m
not as fragile as you pronoun havers.




/. PRONOUNS AS AN IDEOLOGY

#skeleclover #gender nonsense
#from the pronoun fandom #radfem safe
#terf safe

a. people ‘believe’ or ‘don’t believe’ things about them
i. for pro-pronoun folks, an ideology of respect
ii. for anti-pronoun folks, an ideology of control

impact

USING THE CORRECT
PRONOUNS FOR SOMEONE
ISASIGNOF BASIC HUMAN
DECENCY ANDCANHELPTO
CREATE A KINDER, MORE
COMPASSIONATE WORLD.
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It’s less about
getting someone’s
pronouns “right”
and more about
truly seeing them
in their identity.

@thecorybush

”
“ radrenblog S'abonner .

its just really funny when the tras force pronouns ontc
people &
#gerard way they/them e kys



3. PRONOUNS AS A THREAT TO HEGEMONIC MASCULINIY

a. threat to cis- and hetero-normativity
b. threat to cis male dominance

. None So Arch-Vile
@deportablediz
| love the central contradiction in conservative
gender politics where being a man is
both an unchangeable biological fact and

something that is revoked if you don't perform
masculinity well enough.

@ 1sabella Maria DeLuca @Isabella... - 05 Sep 22

If your boyfriend has he/him in his bio- you don’t
have a boyfriend, you have a girlfriend.
Show this thread

6:53 AM - 07 Sep 22

If you have pronouns your gay

% voure gay then
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Rex2x4 Q +3 - 2 mo. ago

Last corporate job I had a bunch of fat white women in mangment and HR positions insisted
on the use of Latinx. They wanted the whole building to add their perfer pronouns and
gender on their emails.

Its not everyone. Its literally 95% women who've never had social power before. They want u
all to act like women pretend to act in public to fit in with other women.

{} 89 {7 [—j Reply Share Report Save Follow



#\ Lavern Spicer = @

ll . M 0 RAl PA N I( ' g:;s are no pronouns in the

a. “Pronouns” = gender confusion for children
b. Indoctrination of “the youth”

e sssTST __ = - <
Teacher Demands Students Use Woke Pronouns
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Q Elon Musk @ @elonmusk - 16h Q  Lauren Boebert &
€

l') . A BSU R DIS M My pronouns are Prosecute/Fauci e

Satirizing pronouns (and therefore
° ° * Y, 't need to be a boring he/him anymore! Now you can wow your friends
p r O g r e S S _I V _I S m ) a S e X C e S S _I V e nMup your life with new winter catalog pronouns! @
_ d e -L —i b e r- a t e , me a n . S p —i r- —i t e d p O k—i n g -Fu n Here are the most exciting pronouns you can try out today:

1. I/Me: Drop the pretense. Your pronouns aren't about social justice or an

commentary on t he state of lan guage an e [ ————

2. Trump/Won: OOOOOHhhhhhhh! Libs owned!
culture
- satirizing things that aren’t understood
« 9 1. Free/Assange: Did you know he's still sitting in a jail cell awaiting
- my p ronouns are t r y / me extradition to America where he's facing charges of journalism?

_— r' e C -L a _i m _i n g r' e S _i S t a n C e t h r' O u g h S a t _i r' e 5. Thing 1/Thing 2: For when you identify as human-like twins who fly kites

indoors.

My pronoun is “Patriot”.

3. Doe/Deer/Female Deer: Great if you're 16, going on 17.

6. Ross/Rachel: Pick "Ross" if you thought Ross and Rachel were on a break,

pick "Rachel” if you thought they weren't. Can be fluid.

7. Legion/Legion-self: You are many, and also sometimes identify as swine.

Wigare your pronouns?

JUST A &

TH EV/TH E M people are still hung up about the singular "they"” but

OUT CAUSING « that's not my priority. when ya say "we" do you mean

MAY HEM you and or you and someone alser?

8. Holly/Jolly: The war on Christmas is an attack on you. Also, you are fat.

we need another "we" god damnit. #pronouns



DiscUssion ANy B

this week has been another influx of fascist transphobes wilfully saying
FUTU R E DIR [ (.\'IO N S wrong things about pronouns because, as we have discussed!! the word
"pronoun" to them is a dogwhistle for forbidden gender transgression of

any kind. they don't care about linguistics or grammar!
What do we do with this information?

- We can stop getting baited into amplifying transphobic
and politically opportunistic messag1ng (cf. Conrod 2022)
- We keep resisting and sharing our joy & @f
positive experiences ”

Future research huse e bulllhave never used a

pronoun ingm ife.

- Quantitative directions: Network analysis,
more nuanced classification, co-occurrences

— Qualitative directions: Analyses beyond social media
(e.g. legislation or policies against sharing pronouns)
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